Vaginal reconstruction with an island flap of the inferior epigastric vascular pedicle.
This paper presents a new method of vaginal reconstruction. On the basis of anatomic study, we designed an island flap obtained from the upper abdomen to carry the deep inferior epigastric vasculature. At operation, the flap was transferred to the artificial cavity created between the urinary bladder and rectum for vaginal reconstruction. Eight patients received the operation. Complete survival of the flap occurred in seven patients, and one flap failed because of a twist in the flap vascular pedicle. During a follow-up of 6 months to 2 years, it was found that the reconstructed vaginal wall was not only soft but also elastic, and the patients were able to have a satisfying sexual life after marriage.